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Rachel was raised in Venezuela, came to Austin to for college, and never left. She taught 
in several AISD schools before completing her Master’s in Curriculum & Instruction. She 
was the first principal of a school she helped to start in Austin before leaving to work in 
the private sector as a trainer for a large business-products company. Rachel returned 
to school to earn a Master’s in Program Evaluation, and her PhD in Educational 
Psychology.  She completed a Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Neuropsychology and 
maintains a small private practice.  Rachel has served as a School Psychologist in 
AustinISD, and has taught and supervised in the Teacher Preparation Program at the 
University of Texas, as well as in the Educational Psychology Departments 
(Neuropsychology and Bilingual School Psychology) at both the University of Texas and 
Texas State University; she remains adjunct faculty for both universities. Rachel 
returned to AISD in 2013 to lead the 504 Services Department and to revamp the 
district’s approach to dyslexia evaluation and intervention.  


